
Organic Matter- Material that comes from nature. For example, plants, fruits, vegetables,
and grass.

Decomposition- Also called rotting, occurs when insects, fungus, and microorganisms
(things we cannot see, like bacteria!) eat organic matter. 

Compost- Organic matter that is used to grow plants. This is also called fertilizer. 
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Seeds are planted 1.

in the soil.

2. Seeds grow into 

plants, flowers, 

fruits & vegetables.

3. Plants will die 

after their 

natural lifecycle.

4. Dead plants, fruit and vegetable peels,

 grass clippings, small sticks, & many 

other things can be 

added to a compost pile. 

This material is called organic matter.

5. The compost bin must be 

placed where there is some

 sun, oxygen and water. 

The organic matter should

 be kept moist but not wet.

6. Fungus, bacteria, & insects 

 eat the organic matter and break it

down into smaller pieces. This is

called decomposition.

7. After several weeks, decomposition 

will turn the organic matter into 

fresh soil. This can be used in your garden to grow 

more plants! 

Name___________________________________



Compost is made from organic matter. The soil has to be just right for decomposition to happen! 
Label each type of soil below using the words provided. Then circle which soil would make the best

compost for plants to grow. 
Think about it! Why are the other soils not the best for compost and growing plants?

Circle the items in each row that can go into the compost bin.

Think About it! Remember, what would worms like to eat that comes from nature?

SAND     DIRT     CLAY

Egg Shells Banana Peel Plastic Fork Teddy Bear Tea Bag Strawberry

Pepper Newspaper Fish Bones Hot Dog Yogurt Cup Plastic Bag

Plastic Straw Apple Core Leaf Oatmeal Broccoli Egg 


